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My Dear Brethren, Feit; 
HAT the Viſitation, I ſhortly intend, may be more Wu 
 eaſie to my ſelf and more proftable to my Dicceſs; ] fp a 
| have thought fit to deſire a few things of you be- $43: 
; fore-hand. ! My ; 
L It would be a good Preparation to the en; uiriesI am then to | ALS] 
make, if you would call your ſelves toan account, how you haye | RE 
performed the ſeveral parts of the duty incumbent on you: and if $ ;; 
you fin you have been negligent,” to-reſolve upon and immedi- Ft jk 
ately begin, - a ſintere' reformation - I am not able to mention 44,1 
them all in a ſhort Letter ; but the very firſt thing in the Bock of NE. 
Common Praycr deſerves to be ſeriouſly conſidered : where you are BY We, 
enjoyned 7s ſay daily the Aforning and Evening Prayer, either private- EA 
ly or openly, &c. It is poſible I am ſure to obſerve one part of this | Wh 
injunction,if you cannot obſerve the other. That gubrick 5. 2; after the Þ 5; 
15; if you Ccarnot Procure a Congregation tO Preface concerning | P By ; 
meet daily in the Church ; yet you may, and the Service of the Fi-41cs 
therefore ought, to read the Service of the Church, T At 
Church in your own Families, either prevately or openly, not bring hins Wy f 
dred by Sickzeſs, or ſome other urgent canſe ', which cannot happen | os th 
every day. This,if ſolemnly performed, would be apowerful means, 0th 
to preſerve an' awful ſenſe of God continually upon your Minds; =: 
and to make your '/civts and your Families wihil/ome Examples to the EET, 


A2 fieck | Ht 


C49) 
frocxof Corift , as you promiſe #0 endeavour at. your. Ordination. 

Read over the Vowes you then made, and the Charge which 
was then given you: and examine your ſelves faithfully how you 
hare obſerved them. Which would fave me the labour, either of 
mctioning all other particulars of your duty here, oc maxing long 
exh-rtations to you, when I meet you at the viſitation : All being 
compriſed in the Promiſes you made at that time ; if they be di- 
itin- Iy pondered. : 

If i had therefore but one Reueſt tomake to you, 1: ſhould bz 
this ; that:every Morning, the firſt thing you do, you would call 
to mind, that youare the Miniſters of Jeſus Chrift ; who have made 
ſaci and ſuch promiſes to him, when you were admitted into his 
| Servce- which if you grant me, It could not fail to have a great 
effect upon your hearts and lives. For how could any man negle&t 


to Preach the Word of God diligently, to Catechiſe the Children, 


vilit the Sick, reconcile Differences and all the reſt, with due 
care and fidelity,when he had it always in his mind ; that r1s 7s his 
buincſs, and that he promiſed to God before his people, that he 
would make this his bnſineſs, and conſcitentioully attend it ? you 
cannot thin< of appearing before our Lord and Viaſter, with any 
confidence, it you;kave not made gool your:word to him... 


II. Iam loath to ſuppoſe, that any who have ſworn Alleigcance | 


to their preſent Majeſties, neglect to obſerve the Moxthly Faſts ap- 
pointed by. their Authority, to implore: Gods Bleſſing upon their 
Perſons, and the Proſperity of their, Arms. FEut there being re- 
ports that ſome are guilty of ſuch ſcandalous Omiſſions, in ſeveral 


parts of this Kingdom ; 1, beſeech you-to. take care that. there be. 


no ſuch. complaint madeto me of any in my.,Dioceſs. And let me 
not find that.any omit the, Uſe of that. Form of Prayer, which is 
enjoyned on that occafion : after which I will make a. ſolemn en- 
quiry and am commanded fo to do. 


HL. I hope you recetved, two year a-go, a-Letrer of his: Maje- 


ftics to the B ſhop of London, ordred-to be conimunicated to both - 


Provinces of Canterbury and Terk, Wherein he: requires all the 


Biſhops to keep a ſtrit watch over their Clergy ; , and more par- - 


ticalarly to order them to-preach frezuently againſt thoſe fins and 
Vices which are moſt prevailing in this Realm... As namely againſt 
Blaſphemy,Swearing and Curſ;ng ;againſt Perjury;againſt Drunkenneſs; 
and againſt Profnation of .the Lords. day. And in, thoſe Lords- 
day's on which ſach. Sermons are preached, to-read alfo to ir 
pFopIe 
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people ſuch Szatutes of this Realm, as are provided againſt that 
Vice, which 1s their Subject on that day : - Which Srarares wer® 
printed together with that Zerter, and ordred to be tranſmitted 
to every Pariſh in both Provinces. I moſt earneſtly entreat you 
to obſerve theſe injunctions: for they were not intended for rhat 
year only : but tocontinuetill we ſaw the bleſſed effets of thn in 
ahearty Reformation. | 
And for your better direction in this matter, let me deſire-you 
to obſerve this method. On the Sunday Serniche befcrethe 'Aſzes; 
it will be moſt proper to read the ACt of Parliament againſt PER- 


JURY and to preach upon that Subject. On the ſecond Sungay in” 


May it will be ſeaſonaÞle to read the Att for the Obſeryation of the 
LORD s-DAY, and exhort your Pariſhioners tothe religious ob- 
ſervation of it. Onthe firſ# Synday in Advent fead the Adtagainft 
BLASPHEMY, Swearing and Curſing, and preach againſt thoſe (ins. 
On the Fourth Sunday in Cent.,againſt the fins of ADULTERY and 


FORNICATION. It hath: been intended that Homil:es be pro- - 


vided for all theſe days : but till they be, letevery one furniſif 
himfelf with Sermons upon theſe Heads, and continue this:courſe 


from-year to year. ? 
NA 


SF k 


IV. There have been ſuch-fout praftices, in Clard-ftine Mars 
r1ages that they produced lately a Bl! in Parhament : which if it 


had paſedinto an A# would have faln very heavily upon us all? . 


and caſt no ſmall reproach up>n us, for ſtanding in need: of ſuck 
ſevere means for our'Reformation- Which if we wonld avoid, let 


us obſerve the Canons of the Church exaCtly; and therewill* be no - 
ſich abuſes to be corrected, by any body but'our ſelves alone. 
F-reſolve, by God's Grace, to obſerve that part of themwhict 


concerns me; by proceeding againſt him, as a perſon fuſpende# 
for three-years ip/o fatto, who ſhg]l offend againſt the LX11I.* Ca- 


non. TI hope you will as carefully Vbſerve your part, which is ( as - 


you may thereread) not. to. marry any perſons'withour asking 7 


the-Church, or ſuch a Licenſe as the Law allows + and at no" hour - 


but-between VIII. and XII. in the forenoon j5'nor'in any place but- 
im the Churchor-Chappel where one of the -parties dwell; and'not 
withont conſent of Parents or Guardians, if the parties,ty bs mar- 
ried, be under the: Age -of oneand -I wenty years.- | 
Let no Perſon, under the colour of any peculiar Liberty cr Pri-- 
viledge, belonging to the Charch or Chappel, prefume to do-other-- 


wie : for the Penalty of Suſpenſion for three year, will notwith-.-- 
ſtanding fall upon him, as he may learn by the next Carion LXHE-. 
which 1 am reſolved to ſee put .in Execution. V. And-- 
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C .6-) 
"Y. And now,let me prevail with you to take ſome paines, where 
you find it neceſſary, with your Church-wardexs, to convince.them 
-of the Obligation that is laid upon them, by. a tolemn.Oath, t» 
make a faithful Anſwer to my Enquiries, which ſhall be as tew, 
.as may be, that they may be the better able to give ſatisfattion 
to every one of them. - | : 
. It would be a great comfort:to me, as well as credit to this 
Church, to find the uſual Anſwer,. true : But pray them to confi- 
- der what a guilt they bringupon their Souls, it they ſay, Al rhings 
are well, .and as they ought tobe 3 when they know, in their 
.Conſtijences, that-many things are gquice otherwiſe. Beſecch them, 
as they love their own Souls, not to increaſe the Sims of the Nati- 
on, when we are engeavouring to reform them. | 


VI. Particularly, preſs them. earneſtly, and aſſiſt them, to pre- 
-ſent. to wwe all thoſe, who profeſs to live in the Communion of our 
Church, and are of Age, and yet neglect to receive the Holy Com- 
"Mmanion ; at leaſt, 3 times-in the Tear, as by Law they are bound 
£0 do. {or ſuch People not only wronz their own Soul: as the wiſe 
Man ſpeaks ; but bring a great ſcardal upon our Church and Reli- 
gion. . For what other- Chriſtians” are there m the World, who 
fuffer their Vembers ts live without any ſolemn regard to their 
bleſſed Lord and Vaſter, who-dyed for them? As all thoſe do, 
who never commemorate his wonderful Love, by receiving the 
holy Sacrament of . his Body and Blood. For the Lord s fake, let 
his grſſs neglect be amended, ... and | 
- And let me-prevail, with you, to pat in prattice the fir/# Rubrich 
before the Communion Office 3 which directs all thoſe who intend 
$0. partake ofghe- holy Communion, to ſignefie-thiir Names ts the 
Canute! at leaſt ſome time the das bifore, That he way both know, 
-what qoanti: y of Bread and Vhe is neceſſary to be provided for 
Communicants; and 4lſo,-diſtourſe with thoſe young ierſons, who 
-May need inftra-tion, atid admoniſh thoſe who are #010rioH5 and oper 
vit livex;a/or eve any wayinjured their Neighbours' ( as the mexr 
Kubrick i regs }-to. abſtain ifrom-the Lord s "Fable, till they have 
-openly declaredtheirfitficere purpoſe of amendment,and made fatis- 
Xftion for tne wrong they have done "This would be the niore 
_ "*Epi® TO perform-; ,.if as maity as-ihtend to Communicate, wonld 
; jp a (234 hope without much difculty they may ) to 
-came:tothe.publick Prayers, which | beſcech you never'tail to kave 


itt; Church, -on the A edrefsays, Frid:y:, ahd Saturdays, before 
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the Communion : howeyer you may want a Congrepation at other 
times. And in great and Market Towns, if not in others, [ hope- 
you may be able to keep up monthly Communions, -as well as Prayers 
on all Yedueſd.tys and Fridays.” ps bee 2 


V1!, There is another thing, in which both you and the Church. 
wardens are concerned ; of which I-beſeech you' due: care may be 


taken. Which is, to bring in tome or tothe Arch-deicon at his - 
next Viſitation, 'a Ter-icr-of the Gl. bc-lands, *Mradows, Gardens, . 
Orchards, and all other things belonging to your -Parſonage or : 


Vicaridge : with an account of any Cuſtoms of Tithinss which have 


becn uſed among you: That ſo, the Maintenance provided. for . 


God's Viniſters, by our pious Anceſtors; may be preſerved; 


It is ſo great a ſin and thame;-to tet theſe Buildings which they 


ereed for the Service of Gad;- and'for- our: Commodious Habita- 


tion, run to decay ; that I muſt deſire you likewile/ts in'formime.. 
truly, whether both the Church'and Chaneel of your Pariſh, and - 


alſo your own Houſes, and outtHouſes, be in* good repair.” Jt 


makes my Heart ke, 1 aſſure you, to think that atty of us ſhould . 
ſofar degenerate from our worthy Progenitors, as not to'uphiolt 
thoſe -Fabricks in a good condition, which they: raiſed from: the - 


Ground with great Coft and Charges. I P11 09'9 | 
Let usall favour to redeem our ſelyes from this infamy.”. 
|t would bervery 'uſetul alſo, to have an nventory under /your 

and the Church-wardens Hands, of alithe Utenfils belonging to 

your Church : which 1 deſire you to deliver unto me, or unto my. 

Arch-deacon, athis next Viſitation, co bekept: in the Regiſters Of- 

ce. Of this the Arch-biſhop hath required -meto take an Ac- 

count: - 0% ed TO DFO 
VIII. And now let me befeeck-your: conſcientious Care 'in ſome 
things which concern my ſelf, as wEil as you. 


A 
*to 


[. Tt is-my duty to'Confirm ſuch as-are prepare for: it - {> hich 


that ir may be done to Edification, and all diſorders and Crowds . 


may then be avoided ; | pray.you totake notice, that.) will Con- 
firm none, but ſuch whoſe Names ſhall be given to me in-Writing, 
by you the Miniſters of the ſeveral Tariſhes, from whence' they 
came : with a Certificate under yo. r Hands, that-yoy have exami+ 


ned them; and tind them not only able to repeat the Words of the" Y! 
Church Catechiſm ;, but alſo ſenſible of the ſolemn Vew-which "os | 
made. in-their Names at their Baptiſm ; - and deſirous t2 renew the 7 
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| (89 
fame themſelves... Let-itbe your endeavour therefore to diſpoſe 
” the young Ptople of your Pariſh unto this: by repreſenting to, them 
the Neceibty, and the Bznefit thereot. FAS 
And for the better performance. of it, 1 deſign to Confirm as 
-frequently, as | am able: not only jn-my Viſitation ( when we 
have ſo.much other Bui.neſs, that | deſire thoſe only whoare near, 
then ro a-tend me) but at other times, .and in ſuch Churches as { 
jhall;be adviſed to be maſt: convenient : where-thoſe in the Neigh- 
hourhood,..-who are fit tobe; Confirmed, may be appointed to re- 
107t6:unto ME. = 


!].- Giving Holy, Orders is another weigity Care of mine; .about 
whick | cannot be too {olicitous: and wherein I muſt beg your af. 
iſkance;. . And Firft, I intreat you- not to ſet your Hands to the 
Teſtimonial of any Perſan, butupon your own certain knowledge 
of:his Eife and Converſation, for the ſpece of. z year next before; 
as: the XX.X1V.,' Canon requires. :{t,would -much conduce to're- 

rain'young Men-from Vice, .if they had no hope to gain a Teſti- 
monialof their.gecd fe ard behaviour, from theealinels orcivility 
 of-thgir. Neighbours, :ox: any other; means, but merely from their 
ownkrown V extue.'; Make a conſrieree of ills; "909 ityill go a” 
great way to reform the Church... 3d Seer Heyy O NOTE 
Perſan to me with empty Tate: hor wi 


that-1 expect they-cometo,me, or.certifie me. of: their intentions, 
2, Month at leaſt. before Orgin 44709, Sunday : I hat 1; may be able 
to give notice of it, t6 the Pariſh or Place where they live ;. that 
if they have any impediment. to object, why they ſhould not be 
admitted, | may have timely-information of it. : 

For there cannot be too mwch-care taken, that the Flock of 
'Chriſtbe not committed into the Hands of bad Ven; but ſuch may 
teaſer oyer them, as will watcp. for, their; Soutsy, , and; fleing youtbful 
Ligke;; will follow: Riphteouſneſs, Raith, Orr bRag I-ex Cee 


<A wa 


that hut of a pure heart ; call pom the Lordy X11 Heb. 17. 


2 Tim: l!. 22. 7 ap) 
'Unto-whoſe:Grace-and Bleſſing, Ido moſt heartily..commend 


q | 
you, and yourLaþonrs... - ; 2] 
efpril 20. 1692. d; 70.34 aaa > ol 
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